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The Long Shadow of Dull Knife
- A respectful account by K W Sercombe

Much is spoken of Chief Sitting Bull, Red Cloud, Crazy
Horse and Geronimo. They are spoken of heroes - within
their tribal heritage, and beyond.

But what of the Cheyenne leader whose inspirational
example - for some - was every bit as historic. Consider
Dull Knife and ‘the journey’ to match any nation’s
exodus, before or since.

“The wind, a constant whisper across the Oklahoma
plains, carried a scent alien to Dull Knife’s nostrils. It
spoke not of pine and mountain streams, but of dust and
a relentless, unforgiving sun. He was a chief of the
Northern Cheyenne, a people whose hearts beat in
rhythm with the wild heart of the Montana Territory.

Now, in this alien land, confinement chafed at their
souls like ill-fitting hides.”

The life and legacy left by Dull Knife is, for some,
every bit as compelling.

Early Life

Dull Knife, born near the Rosebud River around 1810,
had witnessed the slow erosion of his people’s freedom.
He had seen the treaties broken, the land stolen, the
buffalo — the very lifeblood of the Cheyenne — dwindle
under the relentless pressure of the white man. Finally,
the order came: move south, to the Indian Territory.

The air around the Rosebud River in the early years of
the 19th century was crisp and clean, carrying the scent



of pine and damp earth. It was in this untamed
landscape, around the year 1810, that a boy who would
later be known as Dull Knife entered the world. In those
days, names held deep meaning, often reflecting an
event, a characteristic, or a hope for the future. The
name given to this infant, the one he carried through his
formative years, is lost to the mists of time,
overshadowed by the name that would later define his
strength and resolve.

His early life was interwoven with the rhythms of the
Northern Cheyenne. He learned to walk on the sun-
drenched prairies, his first lessons taught by the rustling
leaves and the calls of the birds. He would have clung to
his mother's skirts, observing the intricate beadwork that
adorned their clothing and teepees, listening to the
ancient stories whispered around the flickering firelight.
The Cheyenne way was his world: the reverence for the
buffalo, the intricate social structures of the tribe, the
skills necessary for survival in a land both bountiful and
unforgiving.

As a young boy, he would have trailed after the older
children, mimicking their games, learning to track small
animals in the tall grasses, and perhaps even practicing
with a small bow and arrow. He would have listened
intently to the tales of brave warriors and skilled hunters,
the stories that shaped the ideals of Cheyenne
manhood. The elders, with their weathered faces and
knowing eyes, would have imparted the wisdom of
generations, the importance of respect for the land, for



their traditions, and for their kin.

The transition into manhood for a young Cheyenne
was a significant period, marked by learning, testing, and
the acquisition of essential skills. Dull Knife would have
undergone rigorous training in horsemanship, becoming
adept at riding the swift ponies that were so vital to their
nomadic life. He would have learned the art of hunting
the buffalo, the cornerstone of their existence, mastering
the bow and arrow or the lance with increasing skill and
precision. These hunts were not merely about
sustenance; they were a test of courage, strategy, and
cooperation.

Beyond the practical skills of hunting and riding, the
path to manhood involved spiritual growth and the
development of warrior qualities. He would have
participated in ceremonies and rituals, learning the
sacred traditions and the spiritual connection to the
natural world. Perhaps he embarked on solitary quests,
seeking visions and guidance from the spirit world, a
common practice for young men seeking their place
within the tribe.

As he matured, Dull Knife would have demonstrated
qualities that marked him as a potential leader. He likely
showed courage in hunts and skirmishes, wisdom in his
counsel, and a deep understanding of his people's
needs. He would have earned the respect of his peers
and the elders through his actions and his character.

The "slow erosion of his people's freedom" that the



later text mentions would have begun to cast its shadow
even during his young adulthood. The encroachment of
white settlers, the broken treaties, and the dwindling
buffalo herds were not sudden events but a gradual,
insidious creep that would have been increasingly
apparent as Dull Knife transitioned into a man and began
to take his place within the tribe's decision-making
processes. He would have witnessed first-hand the
growing anxieties and the increasing pressure on their
traditional way of life.

By the time the order came to move south to the
Indian Territory, Dull Knife was no longer just a young
man. He had likely proven himself as a capable warrior,
a skilled hunter, and a thoughtful member of the
community. He had likely earned the trust and respect
that would eventually lead him to the position of chief.
The injustices he had witnessed, the broken promises,
and the threat to his people's very existence would have
forged within him a deep-seated resolve, a quiet strength
that would later fuel his desperate journey home. The
move south was not just a geographical displacement; it
was a culmination of years of witnessing the erosion of
their world, a wound that would fester and ultimately
drive him to lead his people on their courageous and
tragic trek.

The Journey

The journey south had been a trial of dust and tears.
The unfamiliar climate brought sickness, the rations were



meager and strange, and the spirit of his people withered
under the weight of displacement. They were promised a
new home, but found only barren land and a stark
contrast to the familiar embrace of their northern
homeland.

Dull Knife, a man known for his quiet strength and
unwavering resolve, watched his people grow weak and
despondent. The memories of the Bighorn Mountains,
the clear waters of the Tongue River, the vast, rolling
prairies where they had hunted for generations, became
a constant, aching longing. He saw the light dim in the
eyes of his warriors, the laughter fade from the voices of
his children.

This was not life; this was a slow, agonizing death of
the spirit.

Alongside Little Wolf, another respected leader of the
Northern Cheyenne, Dull Knife voiced the growing
discontent. They pleaded with the authorities, describing
the sickness and despair that gripped their people. Their
words, however, seemed to fall on deaf ears, lost in the
bureaucratic machinery of a distant government.

The longing for home became an unquenchable fire in
Dull Knife’s heart. He knew they could not survive in this
alien land, their traditions and way of life suffocated by
the unfamiliar environment. He began to speak quietly
with Little Wolf, their shared grief forging a desperate
plan. They would return north. They would walk, if they
had to, all the way back to the land that held their
ancestors’ bones and their own deepest memories.



In the autumn of 1878, the decision was made. Under
the cloak of night, a band of nearly 300 Northern
Cheyenne, led by Dull Knife and Little Wolf, slipped away
from the Darlington Agency. Men, women, and children,
their faces etched with determination and a hint of fear,
began their perilous journey north from Oklahoma.

Their trek was a testament to human endurance and
the powerful pull of home. They faced hunger, thirst, and
the constant threat of pursuit by the US Army. They
navigated unfamiliar landscapes, their knowledge of the
northern territories their only compass. They scavenged
for food, their resourcefulness honed by generations of
living off the land. The army, alerted to their escape,
pursued them relentlessly. Battles and skirmishes
punctuated their journey, each encounter a desperate
fight for survival. The Cheyenne, though outnumbered
and ill-equipped, fought with the ferocity of those
defending their very existence. They moved with cunning
and resilience, utilizing their knowledge of the terrain to
evade capture.The journey was marked by hardship and
loss. The weak fell behind, some succumbing to
exhaustion and sickness. Yet, the spirit of the majority
remained unbroken, fueled by the unwavering leadership
of Dull Knife and Little Wolf, and the powerful dream of
reaching their homeland.

Their journey took them through Kansas, Nebraska,
and finally into the familiar landscapes of Montana. But
their arrival was not met with open arms. The army, still
pursuing them, caught up with Dull Knife’s band near
Fort Robinson, Nebraska, in the bitter winter of 1879.



Refusing to return south, Dull Knife and his people
barricaded themselves in a barracks. Facing starvation
and the relentless pressure of the soldiers, a tragic and
desperate breakout attempt occurred. Many were Kkilled,
including women and children. Dull Knife himself
managed to escape with a small group, enduring further
hardship before finally finding refuge with the Lakota
Sioux under the leadership of Sitting Bull.

Dull Knife and Sitting Bull

The bond between Dull Knife and Sitting Bull, forged
in the crucible of resistance against the American
government, was one of mutual respect, shared
suffering, and a common understanding of the existential
threat facing their people. While their paths to this
alliance differed, their shared experience of displacement
and the relentless pressure of the US military created a
powerful, albeit temporary, unity.

When Dull Knife, weary and heartbroken after the
devastating Fort Robinson breakout, sought refuge with
Sitting Bull and the Lakota Sioux, he was not merely
seeking shelter. He was seeking solace and
understanding from a leader who had already become a
symbol of defiance against the encroaching white man.

Sitting Bull, a spiritual leader and war chief of
immense stature, had led his people to victory at the
Battle of Little Bighorn and had subsequently sought
refuge in Canada before eventually returning to the
United States under duress.



Sitting Bull, having experienced the broken promises
and the relentless pursuit of the American government
first-hand, would have undoubtedly recognized the pain
and desperation in Dull Knife's eyes. He would have
understood the fierce longing for their ancestral lands
that had driven the Northern Cheyenne on their
desperate trek. There was a shared language of loss and
resistance that transcended tribal differences.

Their bond was likely built on several key elements:

e Shared Enemy and Goal: Both leaders recognized
the American government as the primary antagonist,
intent on stripping their people of their land, their way
of life, and their freedom. Their shared goal was the
survival and, ideally, the autonomy of their respective
nations. While Dull Knife's immediate focus was
returning to Montana, both leaders understood the
broader struggle for Indigenous rights.

e Mutual Respect for Leadership: Sitting Bull was a
renowned leader, his wisdom and courage widely
acknowledged. Dull Knife, despite the recent tragedy
and the smaller scale of his band, had demonstrated
immense bravery and unwavering commitment to his
people through the arduous journey north.

Sitting Bull would have recognized Dull Knife's
strength and the deep loyalty he commanded from his
followers. Conversely, Dull Knife would have held
Sitting Bull in high esteem for his past victories and his



steadfast defiance.

e Empathy for Shared Suffering: Both the Northern
Cheyenne and the Lakota Sioux had endured
immense hardship at the hands of the US
government. They had witnessed the loss of their
lands, the decimation of the buffalo, and the violence
inflicted upon their people. This shared experience of
suffering created a powerful sense of empathy and
understanding between the two leaders and their
communities.

e Temporary Alliance for Survival: Dull Knife's
arrival with his small, battered band represented a
need for immediate protection and respite.

Sitting Bull, known for his generosity and
understanding - the interconnectedness of indigenous
nations - offered that refuge. This alliance was a
pragmatic one, born out of necessity, but it was also
rooted in a sense of solidarity against a common
oppressor.

e Spiritual Connection: Both leaders were deeply
connected to their spiritual beliefs and the land. This
shared spiritual grounding likely fostered a deeper
understanding and respect between them.

Sitting Bull was a visionary leader, and Dull Knife,
in his own way, had demonstrated a profound
connection to the spirit of his people and their
homeland.



While their time together was limited, the bond
between Dull Knife and Sitting Bull during this period was
significant. It represented a moment of intertribal unity in
the face of overwhelming adversity. Sitting Bull provided
a sanctuary for Dull Knife and his people, offering them a
chance to heal and regroup after their devastating
ordeal.

In turn, Dull Kbnife's courageous story and his
unwavering commitment to his people likely reinforced
Sitting Bull's own resolve in the face of continued
pressure from the American government.

Their alliance, though ultimately temporary due to the
different circumstances and eventual fates of their
people, stands as a testament to the shared struggle and
the powerful connections forged between Indigenous
leaders in their fight to protect their lands and their way
of life against the relentless expansion of the United
States.

Though Dull Knife eventually surrendered and was
imprisoned, his courageous flight had ignited public
sympathy and highlighted the injustice of the
government’s policies towards Native Americans. The
story of his people’s desperate journey resonated across
the nation, forcing a re-evaluation of their treatment.

His Death and Legacy
In 1883, Dull Knife was finally allowed to return to the

Tongue River Reservation in Montana, the land he had
risked everything to reach. He died later that year, his



body weary but his spirit, perhaps, finally at peace in the
familiar embrace of his homeland.

A Quiet Passing and Enduring Legacy of Dull Knife

Dull Knife's return to the Tongue River Reservation in
Montana in 1883 marked a poignant end to a life marked
by struggle and unwavering determination. After years of
displacement, hardship, and the agonizing loss of his
people, he was finally back in the land that held his
heart. However, the arduous journey north, the trauma of
the Fort Robinson massacre, and the relentless pressure
he had endured had taken their toll.

His death later that same year was likely a
consequence of the physical and emotional exhaustion
he had suffered. His body, weary from the long years of
fighting and flight, finally succumbed. While the specific
circumstances of his passing may not be extensively
documented, it's reasonable to assume he died among
his people, in the familiar surroundings he had fought so
desperately to reach.

The phrase "his body weary but his spirit, perhaps,
finally at peace in the familiar embrace of his homeland"
suggests a quiet passing, a sense of closure after a life
of relentless struggle.

The Significance of Dull Knife's Death

Dull Knife's death, though a personal loss for the
Cheyenne, held significant symbolic weight. It marked
the end of an era for a leader who had embodied the



spirit of resistance and the deep yearning for ancestral
lands. His passing served as a stark reminder of the
human cost of the government's policies of forced
removal and assimilation.

End of an Era of Direct Resistance

Dull Knife was a figure who had directly challenged
the government's attempts to relocate his people. His
death, following Little Wolf's in 1904, signaled the
passing of the generation of chiefs who had led the most
direct and dramatic resistance to forced removal.

Symbol of Perseverance

His life and death became a powerful symbol of the
enduring spirit of the Cheyenne people and their
unwavering connection to their homeland. His refusal to
remain in the Indian Territory and his courageous journey
north resonated with many, both within and outside the
Native American community.

Highlighting Injustice

The story of Dull Knife's journey and his eventual
death in his homeland served as a potent indictment of
the government's policies. It brought to light the suffering
and loss inflicted upon Indigenous nations through forced
displacement and the violation of treaties.

Life for the Cheyenne After Dull Knife's Death
His actions cemented his place in Cheyenne history
as a courageous leader who prioritized the well-being



and the spiritual connection of his people to their land
above all else. Dull Knife's death did not end the
challenges faced by the Northern Cheyenne, but his
legacy undoubtedly shaped their future.

The Struggle for Autonomy and Land Rights

The fight for self-determination and protection of their
remaining lands continued long after Dull Knife's
passing. His courageous stand provided a powerful
precedent for generations advocating for their rights.

Preservation of Cultural Identity

Dull Knife's unwavering commitment to returning to
their homeland was deeply intertwined with the
preservation of Cheyenne culture and traditions. His
journey reinforced the importance of their connection to
the land as a vital aspect of their identity.

Inspiration for Future Generations

The story of Dull Knife's bravery and resilience
became an important part of Cheyenne oral history,
inspiring future generations to maintain their cultural
identity and to resist further encroachment on their
rights.A Source of Pride: Dull Knife remains a revered
figure among the Northern Cheyenne, a symbol of their
strength, their determination, and their enduring love for
their homeland. His story is a source of pride and a
reminder of the sacrifices made by their ancestors.



Navigating a New Reality

While Dull Knife fought for a return to their traditional
way of life, the reality after his death involved navigating
a world increasingly dominated by the American
government and settler society. The Cheyenne on the
Tongue River Reservation continued to adapt and
persevere, striving to maintain their cultural identity
within the constraints of the reservation system.

In conclusion, Dull Knife's death, though a somber
event, marked the passing of a significant leader whose
courage and determination left an indelible mark on the
history of the Northern Cheyenne. His legacy continues
to inspire and remind us of the profound connection
between people and their land, and the enduring human
spirit in the face of injustice. The Cheyenne people,
though forever marked by the hardships of the past,
carried forward the spirit of resilience and the deep
connection to their homeland that Dull Knife so fiercely
embodied.

In Conclusion

The journey of Dull Knife and his people stands as a
powerful testament to the enduring human spirit and the
profound connection to one's homeland. It is a story of
courage, resilience, and the unwavering determination to
return to the place where the heart truly belongs. The
long shadow of Dull Knife’s journey continues to remind
us of the human cost of displacement and the enduring
power of the longing for home.



What’s in a name?

The Cheyenne leader known to the white man as Dull
Knife was originally known by his Cheyenne name,
Véohéhéve, which translates to Morning Star.

He acquired the name "Dull Knife" (or its Lakota
equivalent, Tamilapﬁé§ni) from the Lakota Sioux.

The most common account states that he earned this
name after a battle with a Sioux warrior whose buffalo
hide shield was so tough that Dull Knife's knife could not
pierce it. From that point on, the Sioux referred to him by
this name, and it was the name that became widely
known to settlers, the U.S. military, and other tribes.

So, while his own people knew him as Morning Star, it
was an incident in battle with the Sioux that led to the
adoption of the name "Dull Knife" by which he is
predominantly known in historical records.

Those Who Followed

Based on the information available, Chief Dull Knife
(Voohéhéve or Morning Star) had multiple wives and
children. Sources mention the following family members:

e Wives: Pawnee Woman, Little Woman, Goes to
Get a Drink, and Slow Woman.

e Sons: At least one son with Pawnee Woman, four
sons with Slow Woman, and a son named Bull Hump.
e Daughters: At least three daughters with Pawnee
Woman, four daughters with Little Woman, two
daughters with Goes to Get a Drink, and another
daughter with Slow Woman. One daughter was



named Traveling Woman.
e Other Relatives: His parents were Great Eyes and
Mrs. Great Eyes.

Descendants

Regarding whether any of his descendants became
notable Cheyenne figures, the provided context offers
some information:

¢ George Dull Knife: He was Dull Knife's youngest

son and survived the Wounded Knee Massacre. He

later toured in Buffalo Bill Cody's Wild West Show.

e Guy Dull Knife Sr.: He was George Dull Knife's
eldest son, fought in World War |, and participated in
the Siege of Wounded Knee in 1973.

¢ Guy Dull Knife Jr.: He was Guy Dull Knife Sr.'s
son, fought in Vietnam, and became an accomplished
artist.

These descendants of Dull Knife have been
recognized for their experiences and contributions within
the context of Lakota and Cheyenne history in the book
"The Dull Knifes of Pine Ridge: A Lakota Odyssey."
While the context highlights their lives and involvement in
significant historical events, it doesn't specify if they
attained the same level of leadership or recognition as
Dull Knife himself within the Cheyenne tribe.
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Further Reading by John Morey

For readers who have enjoyed the account of Dull
Knife by K W Sercombe, the author, John Morey, has
also penned a diverse range of fiction under his own
name, available on Amazon in eBook and printed format,
and some titles also on Kobo.

The series 'Love Should Never Be This Hard":

* Book 1: The Sign of the Rose: Step into a world of
tangled emotions and unexpected connections. This
captivating romance introduces characters grappling with
past hurts and the daunting prospect of opening their
hearts again. When fate throws seemingly incompatible
souls together, they must navigate a landscape of
misunderstandings, vulnerabilities, and the undeniable
pull of attraction. Can love truly conquer all, even when
the signs point to anything but a happily ever after?

* Book 2: The Black Rose of Blaby: Journey deeper
into the complexities of love and relationships. This
installment explores the shadows that can linger from
past experiences and the courage it takes to confront
them. Amidst the charming backdrop of Blaby,
characters face difficult choices, testing the boundaries
of trust and the resilience of the human heart. Can a love
forged in the face of adversity truly blossom, or will the
darkness of the past prove too strong?



https://amzn.to/42pz9Uh
https://amzn.to/3KSACfC

* Book 3: Rose: The Missing Years: Unravel a
poignant story of separation, longing, and the enduring
power of memory. This emotionally resonant novel
delves into a period of absence and the profound impact
it has on those left behind. As the years pass, the
characters grapple with unanswered questions and the
hope of reunion. Can lost connections be rediscovered,
and can love withstand the test of time and silence?

* Book 4: Finding Rose: The culmination of the
series, this book promises a journey of discovery,
healing, and the ultimate triumph of love. As characters
confront their deepest fears and navigate the final
obstacles in their path, the possibility of finding lasting
happiness hangs in the balance. Will they finally find
their way back to each other, proving that even after the
hardest trials, love can indeed find its way home?

Modern Westerns (set in Wyoming):

* Wild Hearts Roam Free: Experience the rugged
beauty and untamed spirit of Wyoming in this
contemporary western. Follow characters who embody
the independent and resilient nature of the West as they
navigate modern challenges against a backdrop of
breathtaking landscapes.

Expect tales of adventure, romance, and the enduring
connection between people and the land, as modern
pioneers blend well with indigenous cultures to forge a
new life in a new land.



https://amzn.to/4gQPWp2
https://amzn.to/3IDZM0Z
https://amzn.to/48IJrm7

* Wild Hearts Come Home: Return to the captivating
world of Wyoming where the bonds of family and
community run deep. This installment explores themes of
homecoming, forgiveness, and the challenges of
reconciling the past with the present. As characters
grapple with their roots and the meaning of belonging,
the wild heart of the West offers both solace and
unexpected turns.

* Wild Hearts Bright Stars: The saga continues in
Wyoming, where new journeys unfold under the vast,
starlit skies. This novel delves into stories of hope,
resilience, and the unexpected connections that can
illuminate even the darkest trails. Expect a blend of
compelling characters, dramatic landscapes, and the
enduring spirit of the American West.

Other Titles:

* Those ltalian Girls: Escape to the sun-drenched
hills of Tuscany in this evocative novel. Immerse yourself
in the beauty of the Italian countryside and the lives of
compelling characters as they navigate love, loss, and
the rich tapestry of ltalian culture. Expect a story filled
with passion, picturesque settings, and the timeless
allure of Italy.

* Blaby - The Lost Village: Growing up in a typical
Leicestershire village in the 1950’s and ’60’s, this memoir
serves as a reminder of how life used to be...


https://amzn.to/46SqScO
https://amzn.to/4nAy4l5
https://amzn.to/4mLpgaA

* Wood-Spirit - an anthology of poems about
trees: Discover a collection of poems that celebrate the
majesty, mystery, and profound connection between
humanity and the arboreal world. Through evocative
language and imagery, this anthology explores the
beauty, resilience, and spiritual significance of trees.

* Love Can Be The Death of You: Available on Kobo
and Amazon, this title delves into the darker complexities
of love and obsession, with gripping narrative exploring
the dangerous edges of passion and the devastating
consequences when love takes a perilous turn.

Readers are also invited to visit the author's website:
newnovel.co.uk for more information and updates.

Further storytelling by K W Sercombe

The Blaby Chronicles celebrate the author John
Morey’s nostalgic reflections of his early life growing up
in the Leicestershire village of Blaby - as seen through
the fictional eyes of K W Sercombe.

The main story - "Winds of Change Over Peewit
Hollow" is a compelling story of:

- Forbidden Love: Can a deep connection flourish
across the rigid class divides of 1950s England?

- High Stakes & Intrigue: A ruthless antagonist,
desperate parents, and a daring escape set the stage for
relentless suspense.



https://amzn.to/46Nksvl
https://www.newnovel.co.uk/
https://www.newnovel.co.uk/k-w-sercombe
https://amzn.to/479PRcQ

- Defiance and Courage: Witness the strength of
ordinary people when faced with extraordinary
circumstances.

- Authentic Atmosphere: Immerse yourself in the
sights, sounds, and social dynamics of a bygone era in a
charming English village.

All along you are left wondering - will Nathan and
Eleanor's love be strong enough to overcome the
powerful forces arrayed against them, or will they be
consumed by the 'Winds of Change Over Peewit
Hollow'?

The same theme of mystery mixed with romance
mixed with adventure and fantasy flavours the following:

- The Elms Kept Its Secret: the story that may still be
lurking beneath where once a manor house stood

- Blaby Rocks: describing the lost opportunity of the
village band ‘that could have been’

- Blitz Over Blaby 1940: another ‘what-if make-believe
- but how we might have responded to the threat if fate
had taken a different turn?

- Shadow Riders of Blaby Hall: a medieval village
once thrived under the site of Bouskell Park but could it
be hiding secrets from much earlier times. If so, are they
hidden forever?

P.S. John has also ‘created’ free music and a persona
in singer-songwriter Roland Canning Hollis - here.



https://www.newnovel.co.uk/free-music

About the Author - John Morey

While the echoes of the Lakota and Cheyenne spirit
resonate through pages in “Lakota Whispers in the
Wind”, the hand that transcribed their fictional journey
belongs to a storyteller drawn to the enduring power of
human connection across cultures and time. Inspired by
a lifelong fascination with history, particularly the often-
untold stories of indigenous peoples and the
complexities of cultural encounters, the author sought to
weave a narrative that honors their resilience, wisdom,
and the profound impact of individual choices against the
backdrop of monumental historical forces.

Having spent years immersed in the worlds of
marketing and communication, crafting narratives for
diverse audiences, the author felt a compelling urge to
explore stories that delve deeper into the human
condition, bridging divides and illuminating shared
experiences. This project became a personal journey of
discovery, researching the historical context, exploring
the rich tapestry of Lakota and Cheyenne beliefs, and
imagining the intimate lives caught within the sweep of
grand historical events. The author believes that amidst
the often-harsh realities of power struggles and societal
change, it is the threads of empathy, kindness, and the
courage to stand for one's beliefs that offer enduring
hope.

The unexpected connections forged in the story —
between a Lakota chief and an English tailor (the great
grandfather of John Morey), between a young Native
American man and the descendants of that tailor, and



https://amzn.to/4nrUjJI
https://amzn.to/4nrUjJI

the shared understanding found in the face of loss and
conflict — reflect a deep conviction in the universality of
human experience and the potential for connection
across seemingly insurmountable barriers.

Driven by a desire to contribute to a greater
understanding of the past and its relevance to the
present, the author hopes that "Lakota Whispers in the
Wind" will not only entertain but also spark reflection on
the enduring legacies of historical injustices and the
importance of the shared humanity that binds us all.

This endeavor is a heartfelt exploration of courage,
resilience, and the quiet whispers of history that continue
to shape our world. While the echoes of the Lakota and
Cheyenne spirit resonate through these pages, the hand
that transcribed their fictional journey belongs to a
storyteller drawn to the enduring power of human
connection across cultures and time. Inspired by a
lifelong fascination with history, particularly the often-
untold stories of indigenous peoples and the
complexities of cultural encounters, the author sought to
weave a narrative that honors their resilience, wisdom,
and the profound impact of individual choices against the
backdrop of monumental historical forces spanning
centuries.

John Morey and K W Sercombe:
- connection & distinction

This work, an account of the life of Dull Knife, and
"Lakota Whispers in the Wind," are released under the



pen name K W Sercombe. This name serves a dual
purpose: it is a tribute to the author's father, K W
Sercombe Morey, and it also acknowledges the
collaborative role of artificial intelligence in the creation of
this narrative. While the core vision, storytelling, and
emotional depth originate from the author, Al assistance
has been invaluable in providing historical references,
ensuring contextual relevance, and helping to vividly
bring to life historical events and characters, ultimately
aiming for a more enriching and immersive reader
experience.

It is important to distinguish between the author's
purely original fiction, novels published under the name
John Morey (such as the contemporary romance series
'Love Should Never Be This Hard' and the modern
western series 'Wild Hearts'), and works released under
the pen name K W Sercombe.

The John Morey titles represent fiction solely crafted
by the author's own hand, born from his imagination and
personal experiences - and with NO Al assistance.

The K W Sercombe works, on the other hand, are
projects where Al serves as a powerful research and
creative tool, assisting in the intricate process of
fictionalizing historical settings and figures. This
collaboration allows for a richer tapestry of historical
detail and a more nuanced exploration of the past, while
still being guided by the author's narrative vision.

The author believes that amidst the often-harsh
realities of power struggles and societal change, it is the
threads of empathy, kindness, and the courage to stand



for one's beliefs that offer enduring hope. The
unexpected connections forged in “Lakota Whispers” —
between a Lakota chief and an English tailor, between a
young Native American man and the descendants of that
tailor, and the shared understanding found in the face of
loss and conflict — reflect a deep conviction in the
universality of human experience and the potential for
connection across seemingly insurmountable barriers
and challenge.

Driven by a desire to contribute to a greater
understanding of the past and its relevance to the
present, the author hopes that "Lakota Whispers in the
Wind" will not only entertain but also spark reflection on
the enduring legacies of historical injustices and the
importance of recognizing the shared humanity that
binds us all.

This endeavor, under the pen name K W Sercombe, is
a heartfelt exploration of courage, resilience, and the
quiet whispers of history that continue to shape our
world, enhanced by the capabilities of modern
technology.

*k%*

Thank you for reading - from both of us!
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